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  Regular Meeting    
 Charleston Township Board 
 April 24, 2012 
 
 
6:30 Meeting With Kalamazoo County Road Commission 
 
Joanna Johnson reviewed local road projections and Commission members answered questions from  
Township Board members. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Balkema, Samson, Schug and Kramer. Also in 
attendance were Lt. Wally Kipp, Danielle Gray, Craig Rolfe, Joanna Johnson, Daniel Moyle, Kenneth 
Oscarson, Dennis Berkebile, Jeffrie Maddox, Travis Bartholomew, and Bill DeYoung. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Samson/Balkema to approve the agenda with the following change: The Board will go into 
closed session at the end of the meeting.  CARRIED 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Balkema/Schug moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted consisting of: 

1. March 27, 2012 Regular Meeting Minutes 
2. March 27, 2012 Special Meeting 
3. March 27, 2012 Closed Meeting 
4. April 5, 2012 Special Meeting 
5. Planning Commission Report 
6. Fire Department – Joint Fire Board Report  
7. Communications 
8. Treasurer’s Report   

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a. Fran informed the Board that the Pictometry contract has been postponed until next year because 
the trees started leafing out early this year which didn’t allow enough time to fly over and 
photograph all the areas that had been scheduled. 

b. Lt. Wally Kipp from the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s Office submitted a March township report 
and a county-wide report of calls for service.   

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Fran presented the Regional Water/Wastewater Commission Budget for 2012/2013.  He 
discussed some of the problems that haven’t yet been resolved including a FOIA request for 
information from the City of Kalamazoo. 

b. Household Hazardous Waste reported a 5% increase in participation rates this past winter. 
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READING & DISPOSITION BILLS: 
 
Schug/Balkema moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Danielle Gray introduced herself to the Township Board as a candidate for County Commissioner in the 
7th District.  She gave a little background about herself and explained why she was running for the 
position. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Linda presented a quote for Township insurance from the Ted Hartleb Agency and indicated that Dave 
Bellingar would be available to answer any questions.  The Board discussed meeting with MCM Group, 
the current Township insurer, also to compare coverage and rates.  Brenda distributed a report on the tax 
settlement with Target and explained her need for an upgrade to the BS&A software which entails 
moving from Pervasive to the .Net platform.  Balkema/Samson moved to approve the purchase of the 
Tax and Assessing Packages in the BS&A .Net format in the amount of $4,275 with the purchase to 
be spread over two years.  CARRIED It was determined that a closed meeting to discuss Speedway 
issues was not needed. For the record, Art indicated that he is opposed to dissolving the Road 
Commission and the duties being assumed by the County Commission.  He also listed 6 items that he felt 
were violations of the court order governing Galesburg Speedway.  After lengthy discussion with the 
Board members and the Township Attorney, Balkema/Schug moved to direct the attorney to send a 
letter to the Speedway attorney regarding the obvious violations and requesting permission to 
access the site to determine if the other items on the list were also violations.  CARRIED  The Board 
also discussed the rejection of the Township’s proposal to resolve the dispute with the solar farm over tax 
classifications.  Kramer/Schug moved to direct the Township Attorney to ask the attorney for the 
solar farm for a counter proposal.  CARRIED  The Township Attorney will be putting something 
together to revise the township fireworks ordinance in accordance with the State’s new fireworks 
ordinance. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Balkema/Schug moved to adjourn at 9:37 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


